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and there is retrogression of the lesions. Fibroma strains do not
produce fatal infection.
Pathological Changes. The tumor masses produced by the
myxoma virus are gelatinous in appearance and consist largely of
loosely arranged connective tissue cells. Infected epithelial cells in or
adjacent to the tumor contain cytoplasmic inclusions.
Immunity. Rabbits which recover from myxomatosis are
immune to the disease. Neutralizing antibodies are produced which
are effective against both the myxoma and fibroma strains. If a
fibroma strain is injected 48 to 96 hours before the myxoma strain,
protection against fatal myxomatosis results. This may be ex-
plained by the phenomenon of virus interference.
Diagnosis. The appearance of soft tumors in the skin of rabbits
suggests myxomatosis. Transmission experiments to rabbits and to
chicken embryos are confirmatory. Demonstration of cytoplasmic
inclusions in the infected tissue cells may also be used.
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